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Committees, which are constituted to carry out the rural development
work in their respective areas.1
The Rural Development Department has the benefit of advice bv
the Provincial Board of Rural Development, which as reconstituted in
1941 consists of members, partly ex officio (being heads of Government
Departments concerned with rural economy), partly elected by bodies
such as District Rural Development Boards and co-operative organiza-
tions, and partly nominated by Government. The Adviser in charge
of Rural Development is the Chairman of the Board, whose main
function is to advise the Government on general principles and policy
regarding rural development and cognate matters.
Rural assistants are being appointed for propaganda work in the
villages, after suitable training to enable them to function as village
guides and work as secretaries of the village multi-purpose societies
and village panchayats. Five centres for imparting the necessary train-
ing have been established in the province.
The Rural Development Department reported varied and useful
activities in the year 1940-1 relating to the following matters ; preven-
tion of erosion of soil, extension of dry-farming methods, manures,
introduction of improved practices and implements, distribution of
improved seeds, control of insect pests, diseases of crops, horticulture,
improvement of livestock and poultry, markets and marketing, shows,
irrigation facilities and water supply, better communications, medical
aid, sanitation and education, including physical training and village
libraries, demonstrations and classes. Three uplift vans were maintain-
ed in the three Revenue Divisions, to tour the villages ; at each halt a
small show was arranged, and talks on sanitation and public health
were given.2
Similar interest in village uplift is being evinced in other provinces,
for example, in the Punjab, the United Provinces, the Central Pro-
vinces and Berar, Madras, and Bengal.3 The Punjab has the benefit
of a Rural Development Commissioner to look after the work of village
uplift. Village panchayats are being established in several provinces,
and Indian States such as Mysore and Baroda have done something to
promote rural reconstruction work. The rural uplift movement received
a stimulus from the deliberations of the Provincial Economic Con-
ference (1934). But the most striking gesture was made by the Govern-
ment of India, which, as already stated, set apart a crore of rupees
(from the budget surplus in 1935) for distribution to the various pro-
vinces for the economic development and improvement of rural areas.
The Central Government's grant, which was repeated in the following
1 Annual Administration Report of the Rural Development Department, Bombay,
1940-^1, pp. 1-5.                                                                                          ~ 'bid., p. 37.
3 See C. F. Strickland, Rural Welfare, in India (1936), and Review of the Co-
operative Movement in India (1939-40), pp. 85-8.